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PHOTOSHOP ADJUSTMENT LAYERS

• Quick Recap on Layers

• Regular Edits vs. Adjustment Layers

• Differences between Photoshop Elements (2019) and Photoshop CC

• Adjustment Layers in Photoshop Elements (2019) 

• Adjustment Layers in Photoshop CC

• Regular Edits vs. Adjustment Layers

• Three ways to Invoke Adjustment Layers in Photoshop CC

• Demonstration

• More Information about Adjustment Layers



RECAP ON LAYERS

• “Layers are Photoshop Backbone” Blake Rudis

With different implementation Layers are also available in other PP applications such as ON1, Luminar, … 

• In Photoshop there are 4 types of Layers:

• Pixel Layers, made from a collection of pixels i.e. A photograph, a design. 

• Transparent Layers same as Pixel Layers, without pixels. Very useful for correcting Layer 

below (burning, dodging, …)

• Vector Layers used for Shapes, Text. The content of these Layers can ce resized without 

loss of quality

• Adjustment Layers. These are empty, just calculation Layers affecting the Layer(s) below



ADJUSTMENT LAYERS

“Adjustment layers are extremely handy because they don’t affect any of the 

pixels in your photos. Instead they act as layers with calculations in them.The

input is the layer or layers below, the adjustment layer you have selected then 

determines the output look”

Blake Rudis



ADJUSTMENT LAYERS

• There are no functional differences between Photoshop Elements 

(2019) and Photoshop CC

• Photoshop Elements (2019) has 11 Adjustment Layers

• Photoshop CC has 19 Adjustment Layers



ADJUSTMENT LAYERS IN PHOTOSHOP ELEMENTS (2019)

Solid Color Gradient Map

Gradient Photo Filter

Pattern Invert

Levels Threshold

Brightness/Contrast Posterize

Hue/Saturation



ADJUSTMENT LAYERS IN PHOTOSHOP CC

Solid Color Gradient Map

Gradient Photo Filter

Pattern Invert

Levels Threshold

Brightness/Contrast Posterize

Curves Black & White

Exposure Channel Mixer

Vibrance Color Lookup

Hue/Saturation Selective Color

Color Balance



REGULAR EDITS VS. ADJUSTMENT LAYERS



REGULAR EDITS VS. ADJUSTMENT LAYERS (LEVEL ADJUSTMENT LAYER)



REGULAR EDITS VS. ADJUSTMENT LAYERS (LEVEL ADJUSTMENT LAYER)



REGULAR EDITS VS. ADJUSTMENT LAYERS (LEVEL ADJUSTMENT LAYER)



REGULAR EDITS VS. ADJUSTMENT LAYERS (LEVEL ADJUSTMENT LAYER)



REGULAR EDITS VS. ADJUSTMENT LAYERS (LEVEL ADJUSTMENT LAYER)



INVOKING ADJUSTMENT LAYERS IN PHOTOSHOP CC



DEMONSTRATION



MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ADJUSTMENT LAYERS

• Google "adjustment layers photoshop«

• Some Youtube Videos:

• The 19 Adjustment Layers in Photoshop Explained – Dansky

• Photoshop adjustment layers tutorial - Photos in Color

• Two Parts Fondation Article on DPS

• Photoshop Adjustment Layers Explained and How to Use Them (Part 1) - Nisha Ramroop

• Photoshop Adjustment Layers Explained and How to Use Them (Part 2) - Nisha Ramroop

https://www.google.com/search?q=adjustment+layers+photoshop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d3dHr5x8Y9I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RPn5fTWCZnU
https://digital-photography-school.com/photoshop-adjustment-layers-explained-part-1/
https://digital-photography-school.com/photoshop-adjustment-layers-explained-part-2/


Thank You!


